Minutes of September Meeting of Carlow County Council held in the
Council Chamber, County Offices, Athy Road, Carlow
on Monday 14" September 2026 at 2.00 p.m.

Present: Councillor T. Kinsella, Cathaoirleach
Councillor F. Browne
Councillor J. Cassin Remotely
Councillor A. Dalton
Councillor J. Deane
Councillor P. Doogue
Councillor M. Doran
Councillor A. Gladney
Councillor K. Murnane
Councillor C. Murphy
Councillor B. O’'Donoghue
Councillor W. Paton
Councillor D. Pender
Councillor J. Pender
Councillor F. Phelan
Councillor W. Quinn
Councillor A. Wallace
Councillor B. Ward

In attendance: Mr. C. O'Reilly, Chief Executive
Mr. P. O’Gorman, Director of Service
Mr. M. Brennan, Director of Service
Mr. P. J. Leonard, Director of Finance
Ms. P. O’Brien, Director of Service
Ms. C. Hartley, Director of Service
Ms. F. Byrne, Senior Executive Officer
Ms. M. Griffin, Administrative Officer
Ms. C. Healy, Staff Officer
Ms. A. Sweeney, Senior Planner
Mr. T. Madden, A/Senior Executive Officer
Ms. O. Barrett, Senior Engineer
Mr. N. Barrett, Senior Executive Engineer Remotely
Mr. K. Comerford, Head of Economic Development & Enterprise Remotely
Ms. M. Finnerty, Financial Accountant Remotely
Ms. S. O’Neill, A/Senior Executive Officer Remotely
Ms. N. Lawler, Senior Executive Officer Remotely
Mr. B. Knowles, Senior Executive Officer Remotely
Ms. J O’Brien, Climate Officer Remotely



The Cathaoirleach welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Votes of Sympathy

Emir Slattery on the death of her mother, Mona Murphy, Rathnapish.

Jim McKenna on the death of his mother, Mena (Philomena) McKenna,
Monaghan.

Mary Muprhy & Family on the death of Pat Murphy, Borris.

Tony Broderick & Family on the death of Olive Broderick, Pollerton Big Carlow.

Votes of Congratulations

CliIr. Paul Doogue on being elected National President of the Cairn Community
Games.

To all those involved in the successful hosting of the Cairn Community Games
Finals in Carlow and to congratulate of all participants who took part in the event.
To all involved in the organisation of the welcome for the adjudicators for the 2026
IPB Pride of Place Awards in the communities of Ballymurphy and Tullow.

250" Anniversary Celebration of the Church of Holy Cross Myshall

1.0 Confirmation of Minutes/Dearbhu Miontuairisci

1.1 Approval of Minutes of monthly meeting of Carlow County Council held
on Monday, 13" July 2026

Proposed by Clir. B. O’'Donovan

Seconded by Clir. W. Quinn

Following a show of hands, it was agreed:-

“That the Minutes of the monthly meeting of Carlow County Council held in the
Council Chamber on Monday 13" July 2026 at 2.00 p.m. having been circulated to
each Member, be taken as read, confirmed as to accuracy and accordingly signed”.



2.0 Business prescribed by Statute, Standing Orders or
Resolutions of Council/Gno forordaithe do réir reachtaiochta,
orduithe seasta, n6 ruin an Chomhairle

2.1 Approval of Draft Scheme of Letting Priorities 2026 - 2030 in accordance
with Section 22 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 2009

The Draft Scheme of Letting Priorities 2026 — 2030 was presented to the
Members. Questions raised by the members were answered by Claire Hartley.
The Members agreed to amend 4.1 of the Scheme by adding the words “or fleeing
domestic violence”.

Proposed by Clir. B. O’'Donovan
Seconded by Clir. A. Wallace
Following a show of hands, the amendment was agreed.

Approval of Amended Scheme of Letting Priorities 2026 - 2030 in accordance with
Section 22 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 2009

Proposed by Clir. B. O’Donovan

Seconded by Clir. A. Wallace

Following a show of hands, it was agreed

“To approve the amended Scheme of Letting Priorities 2026 — 2030 in accordance
with Section 22 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009.”

2.2 To approve AIB Treasury Services Registration in accordance with
Section 98 of the Local Government Act 2001

Proposed by Clir. M. Doran

Seconded by Clir. W. Paton

Following a show of hands, it was agreed:-

“That we, the Elected Members of the Council do hereby approve the terms and
conditions applicable governing AIB Treasury Deposits and that each of Coilin
O’Reilly, being the Chief Executive of the Council and PJ Leonard, being the
Director of Finance of the Council, are hereby authorised to complete and execute
the Registration Form on behalf of the Council and such other authorities,
documents and instructions that the Bank may require to be signed by the Council
in connection with the Facilities.”



2.3 To approve Overdraft Accommodation for year ended 315t December
2027 in accordance with Section 106 of the Local Government Act 2001

Proposed by Clir. B. Ward

Seconded by Clir. W. Quinn

Following a show of hands it was agreed:-

“That we, the elected members of Carlow County Council do hereby approve the
terms and conditions applicable to the overdraft facility in the amount of €7 million
(together the “Facility”) made available by Allied Irish Banks, p.l.c (the “Bank”) to
the Council under the Offer Letter dated 7™ August 2026 is also requested and that
each of Coilin O’Reilly being the Chief Executive of the Council and PJ Leonard
being the Director of Finance of the Council, are hereby authorised to sign the
Offer Letter jointly on behalf of the Council and such other authorities, documents
and instructions that the bank may require to be signed by the Council in
connection with the facilities.”

2.4 To Agree dates for the 2027 Budget Meetings

Proposed by Clir. B. Ward

Seconded by Clir. F. Browne

Following a show of hands it was agreed:-

“That we the members of Carlow County Council, approve in accordance with
Circular Fin 08/2026 dated 1%t July 2026, the Budget Briefing/Workshop to be held
at 11.30 a.m. on Wednesday 18" November 2026 and the Statutory Budget 2027
Meeting to be held at 2.00 p.m. on Wednesday 18" November 2026.”

2.5 Invitation to Pont-Péan France
M. Brennan briefed on travel to Pont-Péan France answered questions raised
by the members.

Proposed by Clir. F. Browne,
Seconded by Clir. B. O’'Donoghue,
Following a show of hands it was agreed:-
“To approve travel to Pont-Péan, France.”



2.6 Section 11 of the Roads Act, 1993; Section 180 of the Planning &
Development Act 2000 as amended and Section 59 of the Planning &
Development Act 2010 - Taking in charge of roads and services at Cois Dara,
Tullow Road, Carlow (Phase 2) (Units 94 - 147)

Proposed by Clir. K. Murnane

Seconded by Clir. A. Wallace

Following a show of hands it was agreed:-

“That we the members of Carlow County Council hereby approve in accordance
with Section 11 of the Roads Act, 1993; Section 180 of the Planning &
Development Act 2000 as amended and Section 59 of the Planning &
Development Act 2010, the taking in charge of roads and services at Cois Dara,
Tullow Road, Carlow (Phase 2) (Units 94 - 147)

2.7 Section 11 of the Roads Act, 1993; Section 180 of the Planning &
Development Act 2000 as amended and Section 59 of the Planning &
Development Act 2010 - Taking in charge of roads and services at
Schoolhouse Gate (Dwelling Units 1 to 10) Ballinkillen, Co. Carlow.

Proposed by Clir. C. Murphy

Seconded by Clir. W. Quinn

Following a show of hands it was agreed:-

“That we the members of Carlow County Council hereby approve in accordance
with Section 11 of the Roads Act, 1993; Section 180 of the Planning &
Development Act 2000 as amended and Section 59 of the Planning &
Development Act 2010, the taking in charge of roads and services at Schoolhouse
Gate (Dwelling Units 1 to 10) Ballinkillen, Co. Carlow.

2.8 Approval to proceed with public consultation on the Draft County Carlow
Urban Speed Limit Bye-Laws 2026

O. Barrett gave a presentation to the members on the Draft County Carlow Urban
Speed Limit Bye-Laws 2026 and answered questions raised.



Proposed by Clir. K. Murnane

Seconded by Clir. A. Dalton

Following a show of hands it was agreed:-

“To proceed with public consultation on the Draft County Carlow Urban Speed
Limit Bye-Laws 2026.”

2.9 Extension of Section 85 Agreement with Kilkenny County Council —
Paulstown Dog Shelter

Proposed by Clir. F. Browne

Seconded by Clir. A. Dalton

Following a show of hands it was agreed:-

“That Carlow County Council extends its Agreement under Section 85 of the
Local Government Act, 2001, with Kilkenny County Council for one year until
318t August 2027 to administer the Control of Dogs function.”

2.10 To seek the views of the Elected Members on the Application to An
Coimisiun Pleanala under Section 37E of the Planning and Development Act,
2000, as amended - Ref: ACP-324426-26 — 10 Year Planning Permission for
the construction of an Anaerobic Digestive (AD) facility and ancillary
development located at Milford, Co. Carlow. Applicant — Greengate Biogas
001 Ltd.

A. Sweeney briefed the meeting on the Chief Executive’s Report for the Strategic
Infrastructure Development Application Ref: ACP-324426-26 Anaerobic Digestive
(AD) Development — Applicant Greengate Biogas 001 Ltd.

Questions raised by the members were answered by A. Sweeney.

Proposed by Clir. M. Doran

Seconded by Clir. D. Pender

Following a show of hands it was agreed:-

“That we the members of Carlow County Council submit one composite addendum
on the Application to An Coimisiun Pleanala under Section 37E of the Planning
and Development Act 2000, as amended — Ref: ACP-324426-26 — 10 Year
Planning Permission for the construction of an Anaerobic Digestive (AD) facility
and ancillary development located at Milford, Co. Carlow. Applicant Greengate
Biogas 001 Ltd, as follows:-

A report be prepared on an annual basis in relation to air, odour and water quality
and such report be made available to the public.



3.0 Consideration of Reports and Recommendations/Breithniu ar
Thuarascalacha agus ar Mholtai

3.1 Training & Conference Approvals

Proposed by Clir. B. O’Donovan

Seconded by Clir. F. Browne

And agreed following a show of hands.

“To approve the following Training / Conferences.”

NolOrganised enue Theme Dates Fee
By

1 AILG Clanree Hotel, |Autumn Seminar 30" September €190
Letterkenny, 3012600t0ber
Co. Donegal

2 LAMA The Park Hotel, L AMA Autumn 215t & 22nd €245
Dungarvan, Seminar October 2026
Co. Waterford

4.0 Chief Executives Report/Tuarascail an Phriomhfheidhmeannaigh
Community Hub Tullow Road; land rezoning; Defective Concrete Blocks Grant
Scheme; Carlow College closure; new planning guidelines; ESB connection
delays; Uisce Eireann; Foran's Way Housing; housing loans; parking at Carlow
Railway Station; Kilkenny Road works; Entente Florale; Tullow Relief Road;
Park & Ride at Tinryland; mobile library service; Sensory Space project;
courthouse railings; the new pump station at Royal Oak; stolen gates at
Busherstown; lands in Carlow under the control of Kildare; funding received for
the Carlow town centre makeover; River Barrow; bus services and the Southern
Relief Road.

C. O’Reilly and the team responded to the questions and provided updates and
clarifications on the matters raised.

5.0 Correspondence/Comhfhreagras

Members noted motion passed by Dublin City Council to condemn the scheduling
of the upcoming UEFA Nations League fixtures between the Republic of Ireland and
Israel to take place in September and October 2026.



Members noted motion passed by Louth County Council regarding the ongoing
proliferation of vape shops in town centres and calling for the Minister for Housing,
Local Government and Heritage, the Office of the Planning Regulator and any other
relevant planning authorities urging for amendments to the Planning and
Development Regulations and associated guidelines for the establishment of a
distinct use class for vape shops and comparable premises.

Members noted response from Minister James Lawless in relation to Notice of
Motion passed at the June Council meeting regarding closure of Carlow College.

Members noted motion passed by Roscommon County Council calling on Minister
for Social Protection and Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht to
review current eligibility criteria for CE Schemes.

Members noted motion passed by Roscommon County Council calling on the
Government and Minister for Housing to fully fund the purchase of houses under the
cost rental scheme by local authorities.

Members noted response from office of Mr. James Browne T.D., Minister for
Housing, Local Government and Heritage to Motion passed at the May Council
meeting regarding emergency accommaodation.

Members noted response from Minister Darragh O’Brien regarding Notice of Motion
passed at the July council meeting regarding unacceptable delays with ESB
connections.

Members noted correspondence from TII regarding N80 Leagh Bends -
Progression from Phase 4 to Phase 5.

Members noted correspondence from Department of Justice, Home Affairs and
Migration with update from the Community Engagement Team regarding the
Community Dialogue in Carlow.

6.0 Notices of Motion

6.1 Standing in the name of Clir. J. Cassin

"That John Cassin calls on all elected members to stand with the residents of
Graiguecullen and the surrounding areas and to reject the proposed Church
Street Pedestrian and Cycle Scheme in its current form.

Reason for Motion



This proposal has generated deep and legitimate concern across
Graiguecullen and the surrounding communities. Residents are being asked to
accept a scheme that, in its present form, appears to place ideology ahead of
practicality, with insufficient regard for the everyday needs of the people who
live, work, and travel in the area.

There are serious concerns about the loss of much-needed parking, the impact
on elderly residents and people with disabilities, access for families, schools,
businesses, and community facilities, and the knock-on effect on surrounding
housing estates. Graiguecullen is a substantial residential area, and residents
are worried that these changes will simply shift pressure from one street to the
next.

There is also growing concern about the lack of meaningful consultation and
the failure to present a balanced, evidence-based case for the scheme. The
protection of the Croppy Graves and the broader character of the area must
not be treated as an afterthought. The Council must listen to residents, respect
local knowledge."

P. O’Gorman briefed the members and answered questions raised.

Proposed by Clir. J. Cassin
Seconded by Clir. P. Doogue
Following a show of hands, the motion was agreed.

6.2 Standing in the name of Clir. J. Cassin

"That Carlow County Council calls on the Minister for Health and the Health
Service Executive to urgently review and reform the current admission policy
for patients presenting at Emergency Departments with suicidal ideation or
acute mental health distress.

Specifically, Council calls for:

The establishment of dedicated mental health assessment and admission
pathways, separate from general A&E services, for individuals presenting in
mental health crisis or expressing suicidal ideation.

A mandatory requirement that mental health records be immediately accessed
and reviewed when a patient presents with a history of mental health issues or
expresses suicidal thoughts.

Continuous monitoring and observation of any patient identified as at risk of
self-harm or suicide while in hospital care.



Additional resourcing and training for frontline staff to ensure trauma-informed
care for those in mental health crisis.

This Council recognises the profound and ongoing trauma experienced by
families who have lost loved ones to suicide following inadequate support in
healthcare settings. We stand with bereaved families in calling for systemic
change to ensure no individual in crisis is left waiting, in an Emergency
Department.

The Council further requests that a copy of this motion be sent to the Minister
for Health, the HSE National Director of Mental Health, and all local authorities
in Ireland."

Proposed by Clir. J. Cassin
Seconded by Clir. C. Murphy
Following a show of hands, the motion was agreed.

6.3 Standing in the name of Clir. J. Cassin

“That this Council calls on the Government to refrain from proceeding with any
planned increases in fuel costs, including the reinstatement of excise duty, the
increase in the NORA levy, the proposed carbon tax increase, and the planned
increase in the renewable transport fuel obligation, given the significant impact
these measures would have on petrol and diesel prices for households,
farmers, workers travelling for work, rural communities, businesses, and
essential services.

This Council notes the warning from Fuels for Ireland that the combined effect
of the planned measures could add approximately 35 cent per litre to petrol
and diesel prices between now and January, at a time when fuel prices remain
highly volatile.

This Council further notes that many families depend on home heating oil to
heat their homes, and that sharp increases in oil prices place particular
pressure on older people, vulnerable households, and those on fixed incomes

This Council also recognises that schools, hospitals, and other essential public
services rely on heating oil and other fuel inputs, meaning that any additional
fuel price increases can have wider knock-on effects across communities and
public services

This Council believes that adding further taxes and levies during a period of
volatile wholesale fuel prices would place unfair additional pressure on
households and essential services and would deepen the cost-of-living burden
already being felt across the country.”



Proposed by CliIr. J. Cassin
Seconded by Clir. A. Wallace
Following a show of hands, the motion was agreed.

6.4 Standing in the name of Clir. B. Ward

"The Chief Executive prepares a report outlining the additional services
provided to the public from each municipal as a result of the increased LPT
where the funding was ringfenced for municipals. The report should show the
services provided before the increase and after the increase and account for
inflation. For example, the report should show a budget of €50k for road
sweeping increased to €60k with inflation of 5% (€2500) i.e. €7500 left which
meant, for example, 2 extra road sweeping days happened in July and
August."

It was agreed that this Notice of Motion to be referred to the Municipal
Districts.

6.5 Standing in the name of Clir. B. Ward and Clir. W. Paton

“Noting the increased workload on staff from 18 councillors and 6 Oireachtas
members, Carlow County Council implements, on a trial basis, a representation
system for elected members to make representations to the council. The system
should be similar to the ones operating successfully in other counties. Both
councillors and staff should be trained to use the system and shown examples in
other counties."

Proposed by Clir. B. Ward

Seconded by Clir. W. Paton

Following a show of hands, the motion was defeated.

6.6 Standing in the name of Clir. W. Paton

"Noting that several agencies including Inland Fisheries Ireland, The Office of
Public Works, The Slaney Trust, The Environmental Protection Agency, The
National Parks and Wildlife Service as well as Carlow County Council has
responsibility for the River Slaney depending on the situation.

Also, noting the fact that the weir on the River Slaney at Tullowbeg has been
breached in several places and that the salmon box is not functioning properly.
That Carlow County Council makes contact with the appropriate responsible
agency and lobbies the agency to carry out immediate repairs on the weir and
salmon box.

Furthermore, that this Council further calls on the appropriate responsible
agency to design and install a rock pool fish pass next to the weir at
Tullowbeg."



Proposed by Clir. W. Paton
Seconded by Clir. J. Deane
Following a show of hands, the motion was agreed.

6.7 Standing in the name of Clir. F. Phelan

Carlow County Council calls on larnréd Eireann / Irish Rail to reinstate, as
soon as possible, the catering services on the Dublin—Waterford rail route,
which serves Carlow, noting that this service has not been reinstated since
before the COVID-19 pandemic.

Council recognises that the provision of onboard catering is an important
passenger service, particularly on longer-distance journeys, and provides
passengers with the convenience of being able to purchase refreshments
during their journey. A copy of this motion be sent to Irish Rail, The Minister for
Transport and the NTA.

Proposed by Clir. F. Phelan
Seconded by Clir. A. Wallace
Following a show of hands, the motion was agreed.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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