COMHAIRLE CONTAE
CHEATHARLAGH

/ CARLOW COUNTY COUNCIL

January 28th, 2026

Notice Of Meeting

You are requested to attend the Muinebheag Municipal District Meeting to be held on
Wednesday, 28th January 2026 at 4:00 pm in Meeting Room, McGrath Hall, Muinebheag.

Tommie Hickson
Staff Officer/

Meetings Administrator.



Agenda

1.0 Confirmation of Minutes

1.1 To Approve Minutes of Muinebheag Municipal District meeting held on
Wednesday, 3rd December 2025
[ DRAFT - Minutes of Muinebheag MD meeting 03.12.25.docx Page 1

2.0 Business Prescribed by Statute, Standing Orders or
Resolutions of the Municipal District Members for Transaction
at such meeting

3.0 Consideration of Reports and Recommendations
3.1 Draft Muinebheag Town Centre First Plan

3.2 Proposed Lease of Lands at Woodview, Main Street, Borris,
Co. Carlow R95 C982
[@ Proposed Lease of Lands at Woodview, Main St, Borris, Co. Carlow, R95C982.pdf Page 7

3.3 2026 Annual Service Delivery Plan - Economic Development
[@ 2026 Annual Service Plan - Economic Development.pdf Page 11

3.4 2026 Annual Service Delivery Plan - Community
[@ 2026 Annual Service Plan - Community.pdf Page 14

3.5 Community Support Centres - Muinebheag

3.6 2026 Annual Service Delivery Plan - Roads
[@ 2026 Muinebheag MD Roads Project .pdf Page 17

3.7 Housing
3.8 Heritage-led Regeneration Plan for Borris
3.9 Ballyellen Group Water Scheme

Ballyellen Group Water Scheme Update

On November 6™ 2025, Ballyellen Group Water Scheme was approved funding of €864,473 under the
Dept of Housing, Local Government and Heritage’s Multi-Annual Rural Water Programme 2024—
2026. The purpose of this funding is to connect the Ballyellen GWS with Uisce Eireann’s network on



the Goresbridge side of the River Barrow. This is the preferred solution from an economical and
practical point of view. Once the works have been completed and a connection has been made, the
Ballyellen GWS will be taken in charge by Uisce Eireann and the GWS will be dissolved. The Scheme
has 38 domestic connections and 1 non-domestic connection within 3.5km of a distribution network.

Carlow County Council has been working with the GWS and the National Federation of Group Water
Schemes over recent months to progress this project. A connection offer has been made by UE and a
consultant engineer appointed. The works will likely involve directional drilling under the River Barrow,
the installation of a rising main and booster pumping to the existing reservoir.

4.0 Notices of Motion
5.0 Correspondence

6.0 Any Other Business
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Municipal District Muinebheag

Minutes of the
Municipal District of Muinebheag Meeting
held on Wednesday, 3™ December 2025 at 4.00 p.m.
in the Meeting Room, McGrath Hall, Muinebheag, Co. Carlow

Members Present: Clir. Daniel Pender — Cathaoirleach
ClIr. Michael Doran — Leas Cathaoirleach
ClIr. Tommy Kinsella
Clir. Willie Quinn (remote)
Clir. Andy Gladney

In Attendance: Mr. Padraig O'Gorman, Director of Services, Transport & Infrastructure
Ms. Lilly Slye, Senior Executive Engineer
Ben Woodhouse, A/Chief Fire Officer
Tadhg Madden, A/Senior Executive Officer, Housing
Tommie Hickson, Meeting Administrator

ClIr. Daniel Pender, Cathaoirleach, welcomed everyone to the meeting.

1. Confirmation of Draft Minutes

1.1 To Approve Minutes of Muinebheag Municipal District of Muinebheag
Draft Budgetary Plan (General Municipal Allocation) 2026 held on
Wednesday, 22™ October at 3.30 p.m.

Resolved on the proposal of Clir. Andy Gladney and seconded by Clir.
Tommy Kinsella, following a show of hands that the draft minutes of the
Municipal District of Muinebheag Draft Budgetary Plan (General Municipal
Allocation) 2026 held on the 22™ October 2025 be confirmed as accurate and
taken as read.

All agreed

1.2 To Approve Minutes of Muinebheag Municipal District meeting held on
Wednesday, 22" October 2025 at 4.00 p.m.

Resolved on the proposal of Clir. Andy Gladney and seconded by Clir.
Michael Doran, following a show of hands that the draft minutes of the
Municipal District of Muinebheag Draft Budgetary Plan (General Municipal
Allocation) 2026 held on the 22™ October 2025 be confirmed as accurate and
taken as read.

All agreed
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Municipal District Muinebheag

. Business Prescribed by Statue, Standing Orders or Resolutions of the
Municipal District Members for Transaction at such meeting

. Consideration of Reports and Recommendations
3.1 Town Centre First Plan Update

Padraig O'Gorman, Director of Service gave an update on this project. He
confirmed that very successful workshops were held on the 2™ December and
good feedback has been received from the consultants. Nicola Lawler, Town
Regeneration Officer, has advised that the next step in the process will be a
Public Consultation. The Town Centre First team will approve any proposals
and it is expected that this will be complete by end of January 2026. Nicola
requested to meet with the Members prior to signing off on any approval, and
proposed Wednesday, 28" January 2026.

Padraig O'Gorman then requested that the first Municipal District of
Muinebheag meeting in 2026 is brought forward to Wednesday, 28" January
2026. This would be a full Municipal District meeting held at the normal time
of 4.00 p.m.

Clir. Michael Doran acknowledged that this was a very proactive campaign
and he was delighted with the engagement received. However, he was

disappointed with the support from the public.

Clir. Andy Gladney agreed with Clir. Doran and said that overall it was a very
good meeting.

Padraig O'Gorman highlighted several very good projects which give great
scope for linkages and well planned green areas.

Clir. Daniel Pender acknowledged that it was a poor turnout from the public.
However, it was well advertised and this plan will create opportunities to apply
for further funding applications in the future.

The proposal to bring the first Municipal District of Muinebheag meeting in
2026 forward to Wednesday, 28" January 2026 was agreed hy all.

3.2 Housing Progress Report

Tadhg Madden, A/Senior Executive Officer, gave the Housing Progress
Report as follows:-

Ballyknockan, Leighlinbridge completed and allocated
Bilboa complete and allocation complete before year end
Ballymurphy at design proposal

Borris housing allocation in January 2026
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3.4
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Municipal District Muinebheag

The following queries were raised:-

Future projects/sites

Waiting list

3 bed houses in Borris

Town Centre sites with services
Health Centre in Tinnahinch
Ballyknockan Manor street lighting
Ballyknockan snag list

Housing grants

e & & & & & &

All queries were answered.
Muinebheag Fire Station Refurbishment Update

Ben Woodhouse, A/Chief Fire Officer gave this report. He acknowledged that
the project has taken longer than he had hoped, but he is thrilled to have
received approval from the Department dated 28/11/2025 in the amount of
€2,788,244 for the refurbishment and extension of Bagenalstown Fire Station.
A lot of work has gone into this application, and when additional works were
identified, it was decided to apply for extra funding of €1,396,000 which has
now been granted. This project will involve the refurbishment of the current
site, avoiding dereliction, and is fantastic news for Bagenalstown. It will be
aesthetically pleasing from the outside for the public to enjoy, but more
importantly, it will bring Bagenalstown Fires Services into the future. Ben
emphasised that this report was an update only, and will need to go through
the full Part VIII process. The elected members will be notified in due course.

Ben also highlighted the arrival of two new vehicles which will be launched on
the 4" December. The first is a HGVY Combined Prime Mover and Hi-Ab,
fuelled by hydro treated vegetable Oil (HVO). This will replace two old heavy
diesel HGVs. The second vehicle is a 100% electric van. Both vehicles will
contribute to Carlow County Council's Climate Action Plan by reducing our
carbon emissions and improving local air quality.

The following queries were raised:-

Part VIII

Fire Engine callouts
Rural areas
Insurance

Drones

e & & » @

All queries were answered.

The members thanked Ben and his team for the tremendous work being done
and congratulated him for blazing a trail for others to follow. They
acknowledged the valuable service that our Fire Service provides to the
community, often under extremely difficult circumstances.
Bagenalstown Cemetery Expansion Proposal Update
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Padraig O'Gorman gave an update on the proposed expansion of
Bagenalstown Cemetery. He advised that the Part VIII process was coming
to a conclusion and will be included on the Agenda for consideration at next
week’s meeting of Carlow County Council. When it is approved, it can then
go to tender stage. Although this has been quite a complicated project, a lot
of work has been completed in the background in preparation for works to
begin early summer, approximately. He would like to take the opportunity to
thank the landowner who has always been very patient throughout this
process.

The following queries were raised:-

Capacity of cemetery
Columbarium wall
Parking

St. Mullins cemetery
Tinnahinch cemetery
Ballinkillen cemetery

e & & 0 @ @

All queries were answered.
3.5 MD Roads Report

Lilly Slye, Senior Executive Engineer gave the roads report update. She
confirmed that the programme was now complete.

The following queries were raised:-

Wall & carpark in Milford
Milford Cross

Gullies in housing estates
Stop signs

Local Improvement Schemes

e & o @& @

All queries were answered.

4. Notices of Motion
4.1 Standing in the name of Clir. Daniel Pender
“That the Councillors of the Municipal District of Muinebheag call on Carlow
County Council to develop and carry out plans to acquire a new carpark to
serve the public in Bagenalstown”
Proposed by Councillor: D. Pender

Seconded by Councillor: M. Doran
And agreed following a show of hands
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Padraig O’'Gorman confirmed that he would write to Irish Rail and enquire if it
is possible for them to open more of their carpark to the public, or, extend the
area that is already there.

4.2 Standing in the name of Clir. Daniel Pender

“The Municipal District asks that the speed limit review be expedited to deal
with dangerous sections of road raised previously by Council Members”

Proposed by Councillor: D. Pender

Seconded by Councillor: M. Doran

And agreed following a show of hands

Padraig O’Gorman responded to the above motion. He advised that details
had been received from the Roads Department confirming that the process
has

commenced, with several steps required, and a deadline of March 2027. This
response will be circulated to the members.

. Correspondence

None

. Any Other Business

* | ease on lands at McGrath Hall to Bagenalstown Area Community Development
Group/Bagenalstown Community Garden - Noted

* The possibility of ‘Twinning’ opportunities abroad was discussed. It was agreed
to extend an invitation to Pont Pean to visit Carlow. Padraig O'Gorman confirmed
that he would contact Michael Brennan, Director of Service in relation to these
discussions.

* The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 28" January 2026

This concluded the business of the meeting
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Signed: Date:

Clir. Daniel Pender
Cathaoirleach

Signed: Date:

Meetings Administrator
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To: The Cathaoirleach and Each Member of Muinebheag Municipal District

Proposed Lease of Lands at Woodview, Main St, Borris, Co. Carlow, R95C982

Planning & Development Act, 2000 - Section 211
Local Government Act 2001 — Section 183 (1)

In compliance with the provisions of the above Acts, it is proposed that Carlow
County Council intends to grant a 15-year lease on lands as detailed hereunder.

The Land: As per Folio no. CW28938F

Land Acquired From: Carlow County Council

Area of Land: 0.2 of an acre

Freehold to be disposed to: Carlow Community Enterprise Centres CLG
Consideration: €100 per annum

Carlow County Council received a request from Carlow Community Enterprise
Centres to be issued with a 15 year lease of the Lands at Woodview, Main St, Borris,
Co. Carlow, R95C982 for development into a Community & Enterprise Hub.

It is noted that Carlow Community Enterprise Centres will be responsible for both
their own and the Council’s legal costs.

The consent of the Minister for the Housing, Local Government and Heritage is not
necessary in this disposal.

The Members of the Municipal District of Muinebheag are requested to consider this
matter at their meeting.

| am further to clarify to you that at a meeting of Carlow County Council to be held on
the 9" of February 2026 the matter of the leasing of the said area to Carlow
Community Enterprise Centres CLG will be submitted for consideration and for the
purpose of having a resolution passed to the effect of granting a lease be carried out
in accordance with the terms specified above.

Kieran Comerford

Head of Economic Development & Enterprise
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Proposed Development — “The Sorting House” — Community & Enterprise Hub




Back to Agenda

Agenda 3.2 / Proposed Lease of Lands at Woodview, Main St, Borris, Co. Ca...

l—umwsmmg
Canopy Above

—— Existing Wall to Remain
——— Wails ip be Demolished

=== New Walli and Fartitions

==== REI 30 min Fire Raled Construction

om
In Store

165
3
14

ILE OF AREAS Sq. M. Sq. FL

BEAM Senices 22 258

Space 5 54
4 43

Sketch Design
. FWMM —I'lwn-dhw Pian - Option 4
O'Driscoll Lynn Architects [— = =
m:ﬁ:ﬂm ard LIRS TR @AY A2 4
o a mw‘:ﬂnlu . - ‘—-;U -I-l "




Back to Agenda

To: The Chairperson & Elected Members of the
Municipal District of Muinebheag

Re: Annual Service Plan - Economic Development

As part of the Annual Budgetary process of Carlow County Council funding was allocated on
a Municipal District basis for economic development activities in respect of Christmas
Programme, Streetscape Schemes and Maintenance & Management of Industrial Estates in
Muinebheag Municipal District.

The following Annual Service Plan is presented for the members approval for 2026. As the
members will be aware Economic development is a crucial driver for overall societal
progress, encompassing the sustained improvement in the economic well-being and quality
of life in County Carlow. A robust and dynamic economy fosters innovation, attracts
investments, and encourages entrepreneurial activity, leading to the creation of jobs and
increased income for individuals.

The following is a summary of the budgetary allocation for 2026:

Element 1: Christmas Programme €26,000
Element 2: Streetscape Enhancement Scheme €15,000
Element 3: Maintenance & Management Industrial Estates € 4,000

It is proposed subject to the members approval that the funding will be allocated on the
following basis.

Element 1: Christmas Programme

Members will be aware that festive period is a vital economic driver locally for County
Carlow. It is essential that Carlow County Council in partnership with the business
community and wider community stakeholders work together in partnership to ensure
County Carlow benefits from this significant economic opportunity period. It is proposed that
the funding will be broken down as follows:

(1) Christmas Light Grants €16,000
(2) Feile Lonrach Christmas Event € 5,000
(3) Shop Local Shop Carlow € 5,000

In 2025, an application scheme was introduced to support Christmas Lights initiatives led by
community and business groups. For 2026, it is proposed to continue the scheme, offering
grants of up to €10,000 for District Towns and up to €5,000 for Small Towns and Larger
Serviced Rural Villages. The purpose of this funding is to enable commercial activity
associated with the festive period. Applications will be accepted from other areas, but
allocation will be at the discretion of Elected Members.

It is important to note that this scheme is intended to support the annual erection and
management of existing lighting systems, not the introduction of new lighting to a town or
village. Communities interested in starting a Christmas Lights Programme are encouraged to
contact our offices for guidance on fundraising and funding options early in 2026.
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Regarding Item 2, Shop Local, Shop Carlow is a countywide promotional campaign
delivered in partnership with County Carlow Chamber and other stakeholders. Activities
within Muinebheag MD will include radio shows, road signage, digital advertising, and
competitions, all coordinated by the Economic Development Team.

In 2025 Feile Lonrach — Santa Bus Experience visited Bagenalstown this was a very
successful event and it is envisaged that a similar experience be planned for 2026.

Element 2: Streetscape Enhancement Scheme 2026

Streetscape Enhancement Scheme is operated in order to support and facilitate the
enhancement of the streetscapes and the presentation of the public realms of the Towns and
Villages in Muinebheag Municipal District.

It is proposed Streetscape Enhancement Scheme 2026 will facilitate the improvement of
premises through painting and shop front improvements including painting, repairs,
decluttering and window design with financial supports for each successful applicant.

It is proposed that the scheme will support upgrade works which can include painting,
repairs, decluttering (removal of old wiring, etc.), new signage, outside lighting, window
display design/merchandising.

The maximum upgrade proposed will be as follows:

¢ Residential - up to€1,000 (Including VAT) based on 75% of eligible expenditure
+« Commercial - up to€1,500 (excluding VAT) based on 60% of eligible expenditure

It is proposed the closing date for applications is 13" March, 2026 and successful
applications will have until 31*' October 2026 in order to conclude works.

As in previous years, the executive will review applications in consultation with Town Centre
First Office. If the scheme is oversubscribed, applications will be prioritised according to
cluster location. A report outlining the proposed funding allocation will be submitted to the
Management Team, followed by a comprehensive report presented to the Elected Members
for consideration.

The scheme has been redesigned to support overall objectives, with a specific emphasis on
occupied or actively marketed buildings in order to ensure that it complements the work of
the Town Centre First Office.

It is important to recognise that schemes of this nature achieve the greatest impact when
focused on a more concentrated area. In this context, the following application approach was
approved by Elected Members for the three-year period spanning 2025-2027.

Year Focus Area
« 2025 Borris
2026 Bagenalstown

s 2027 Ballinkillen and Tinnahinch
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The scheme will be advertised following approval of the Annual Service Plan via an online
application/press release/flyer drop in the selected areas with a fixed period of 28 days for
applications to be developed.

Element 3: Maintenance & Management of Industrial Estates

It is proposed that as part of economic development work in Muinebheag Municipal District
that enhancement works to the entrance of Muinebheag Industrial Estate/Business Park is
supported in 2026. The executive is proposing supply, manufacture and installation of new
signage at entrance to this Industrial Estate.

The above service plan is presented to the members for their approval.

e

O/ﬁ: { el {ﬂﬁ)

Az 3

Linda Culleton Kieran Comerford
Economic Development Officer Head of Economic Development &
Enterprise
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To the Mavyor and Each Member of the Municipal District of
Muinebheag

DRAFT COMMUNITY ANNUAL SERVICE PLAN 2026

Community Grants

Grant Schemes
The budget includes funding for the following grants:

e Carlow’s Pride of Place,
e Carlow’s Pride of Place Tidy Towns and

¢ Community Development Grants.
For the Municipal District of Muinebheag in 2026, a total of €45,000 _has been allocated. The
indicative budgets for these grants are outlined below for consideration.

Members wili recognize the invaluable contributions of community and 'ffcr!untar\,r grou—ps
across the county, who benefit from Cariow County Councii's support throu:Jgn the Community
Grant Schemes. These schemes continue to play a crucial role in enhancing the appearance

of our towns, villages, and estates, while also promoting community developr?‘tfan’f. The
funding provided by the Council is significantly complemented by the communities” own

voluntary efforts and fundraising activities.

Carlow’s Pride of Place Grant Scheme _ y
The primary aim of this scheme is to support Residents Associations and Community Groups
to align the work of

in maintaining and enhancing their local environment. It also seeks . »
Carlow Pride of Place Award Competition, providing an

fforts and potentially achieve award

participating groups with the
f the area or estate and the costs

opportunity to showcase and recognise their e
recognition. Applications are assessed based on the size 0

associated with the proposed works. Eligible projects include:

e Landscaping and development of open spaces;

Amenity improvements along river or stream banks; o .
Environmental protection and enhancement, including initiatives for biodiversity

promotion, recycling and waste reduction, and water harvesting.
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It applicants are unable to utilise the funding approved by Members, the allocated funds may
be reallocated to other groups or projects.

Building Community Leadership Support Scheme
The goal of this grant scheme is to empower the Community Development Officer to support

community and voluntary groups in County Carlow that undertake projects and activities
aimed at building community leadership in the following key priority areas:

¢ Community Development: Enhancing the capacity of individuals and groups to
influence issues affecting them and their ctommunities, supporting participation in
decision-making, addressing barriers some individuals may face, and promoting the
right of people to make their own choices.

* Community Engagement: Creating opportunities for comm unity involvement and the
development of small local initiatives.

* Empowerment and Creativity: Enabling communities to develop creative project
proposals for their area, introducing new opportunitiesto improve their surroundings,
encouraging residents to contribute ideas, and inspiring community leadership.

* Social Inclusion: Working with individuals who face social exclusion to expand their

opportunities far participation.

If applicants are unable to access the funding approved by Members, it is proposed that the
funds be reallocated to other groups or projects.

Carlow’s Pride of Place Tidy Towns
Tidy Town groups play a vital role in motivating communities to enhance their local

environment, making their area a more attractive place to live, work, and visit. These groups
also foster volunteerism, strengthen community bonds, and instil a sense of pride. The
participation of Tidy Town groups in County Carlow in the National Tidy Towns Competition
is notable, with many achieving impressive results by consistently increasing their scores each
year. This success reflects the dedication and hard work taking place within our communities.

The following grants are proposed for 2026 for the Municipal District of Muinebheag:

Grant Type Recommended Funding in 2026
Carlow’s Pride of Place Grant €15,500
Carlow’s Pride of Place Tidy Towns Grant €12,000
Building Community Leadership Support Scheme €14,500
St. Patrick’s Day Parade €3,000
Total €45,000
Discretionary Grants €50,000
Overall Total €95,000

In addition, Members have €10,000 each as a special fund for their own discretion — total
€50,000 for the Municipal District of Muinebheag. This can be used individually or aggregated

with agreement of Members.
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Other contributions / grants specifically provided in the Budget are:

Contribution to: €
Swimming Pool Muinebheag €25,000
TOTAL €25,000

SeniorExecutive Officer,
Community, Recreation, Amenity & Sports,
Carlow County Council
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Roads Projects 2026 — Subject to Funding

Project .pdf

Muinebheag M.D.

Special Project - M.Doran €10,000
Special Project - A.Gladney €10,000
Special Project - T.Kinsella €10,000
Special Project - D. Pender €10,000
Special Projects - W.Quinn €10,000

€50,000

Project - M.Doran €14,390
Project - A.Gladney €14,390
Project - T.Kinsella €14,390
Project - D. Pender €14,390
Project - W.Quinn €14,390

€71,950

MMD REGIONAL ROADS MAINTENANCE €230,866
Local Rds DI Projects - M.Doran €5,000
Local Rds DI Projects - A.Gladney €5,000
Local Rds DI Projects - T.Kinsella €5,000
Local Rds DI Projects - D. Pender €5,000
Local Rds DI Projects - W.Quinn €5,000

€255,866

R729 Ballyblake - Newtown €243,000
R705 Kilree Street, Muinebheag €39,000
L71233 Knockagarry - Seskin Upper €75,000
L7027 Skahanrane - Dunroe €67,500
L70243 Rathnageeragh - Coolnasneachta €108,000
L7021 Kileruit - Kilgraney €87,500
L7001 Ballycormick - Seskinryan €127,500
L3052 Ballyloo X - Nurmey €107,500
L3044 Ratheaden - Rathwade €180,000
L3039 Milford - Raheendoran €137,000
L30373 The Ridge - Knockbaun €87,500
L3024 Regent St. Muinebheag €108,000
L3007 Ballyglisheen - Gowlin €105,000
L3003 Garyhill - Knockelongard €115,000
L3001 Killoughternane - Tomduff €112,500
L3001 Ballycormick - Corries Cross €130,000

Back to Agenda
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Roads Projects 2026 — Subject to Funding

€1,830,500

L-3001- Tomduff - Killoughterane €49 500
L-3001 - Dunore- Ballycormack €30,500
L-70801 Mullanaskeagh- Newiown €52,500
R703 Coolnamara x - Ballyhegan €42,500
L-3052 Ballyloo-Numey €60,480
L-7002 Donore - Seskinryan €15,750

€251,230

L-7026 ballnasillogue - Ballynatfin €38,250
L-3044 Oldtown -Rathwade €33,750
L-70241 Drumphea- Knockdrumagh €24,750
L-7063 Ballybeg- Slievedurada €82,500
L-3048 Newtown -Nurney €33,000
L-3037 old Leighlin- Ballynolan €19,250

€231,500

R705-70 Road marking Kilree-Slyguff 27,250
R448-60 Tightening of Junction 45,000
R702 Refresh Pedestrian crossing 15,000
R702 Tightening of junction 20,000

€107,250

Turra Bridge €38,500
Bohana Bridge €45,000
Agha Bridge €20,000
Closutton Bridge €20,000

€123,500

L-70501- Walshestown €25,000
L-30016 Tomduff €15,000
L-3008 knockeen €15,000
L-71302 Craanluskey €25,000
L-3031 Wells €20,000
L-7143 Rathellen €10,630

€110,630

Back to Agenda
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R702-173 Flood alleviation at Coonogue

€55,000

L-3001-57 Flood alleviation at Ballinree

€35,750

€95,750

Back to Agenda
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