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Socio-Economic Profile, 2023 

Out of County Commuting Flows, 2016 (CSO Census, 2016)
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Socio-Economic Profile, 2023 
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Housing

•	 There were 233 housing completions, in County Carlow, in 2022 – an increase on 
pre-pandemic levels;

•	 There are 1,772 vacant homes in County Carlow (2022 data);

•	 County Carlow’s profile, in respect of housing tenure, is similar to that of the 
State;

•	 The average sale price of a residential property in County Carlow, in September 
2022, was €252k which is more than €100,000 below the State average;

•	 Approximately30% of households are renting from a private landlord, while 13% 
renting from the local authority or an approved housing body (2022), and both 
these figures have increased consistently over recent years;

•	 One fifth of those in the private rental sector are in receipt of the housing 
assistance payment (HAP) – with the highest concentrations being in Carlow 
Town and its environs; and

•	 Rental costs have been increasing year-on-year and stood at €1,066/ month in 
Q1 2023.
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Strengths, Constraints, Opportunities and Threats (SCOT) Analysis

This section identifies key Strengths, Constraints, 
Opportunities and Threats (SCOT)  relevant to the 
development of County Carlow over the next decade. 

This has been prepared following the development of a 
detailed socio-economic analysis of the county, a review 
of recently published documents and strategies (County 
Development Plan, Economic Development & Business 
Support Strategy, Tourism Strategy) and an analysis of the 
last LECP for Carlow. It has also been supplemented through 
feedback and comments received from the Carlow LECP 
Advisory team including input from the LCDC and Economic 
SPC.
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Strengths, Constraints, Opportunities and Threats (SCOT) Analysis

Strengths

•	 County-level strategies in place that give effect to EU and national policies e.g. climate 
change, migrant integration and inter-culturalism

•	 Geographical size of Carlow – a small county with the 3rd lowest population in the 
country (2022 population = 61,931)

•	 Strong volunteerism in communities
•	 A diverse and increasingly multi-cultural community
•	 Vibrant arts and cultural organisations and good performance spaces
•	 Strong industry clusters throughout county – Financial Services/Fin-Tech, ICT and 

Engineering
•	 Carlow’s geographic location, with ease of access to Dublin, the Midlands and the South-

East Region (potential talent pool)
•	 Strong Transport Connections – through rail and road connections
•	 South East Technological University & Carlow College – talent availability and R&D 

potential
•	 Cost of living is relatively low (housing, childcare etc)
•	 A stock of natural and cultural resources, including heritage sites of national significance
•	 A strong agricultural sector that is the bedrock of several food-processors and service 

industries
•	 Natural beauty and its tourism potential – River Barrow and Mount Leinster (Blackstairs)

Constraints

•	 Large parts of the county classed as disadvantaged with the county having a more 
negative score on the Pobal HP Index than the region and State.

•	 Persistent and inter-generational unemployment and socio-economic disadvantage in 
certain communities

•	 Isolation in rural communities
•	 Vacant property issue within town centres
•	 High proportion of households dependent on social welfare payments as main source of 

income (18.6%)
•	 Relatively low levels of educational attainment
•	 A lack of scale-up space and landing / start up accommodation
•	 Relatively low level of FDI investment and supported jobs
•	 Brexit-related pressures on indigenous manufacturing industries
•	 Linkages between indigenous firms and education sector could be stronger
•	 The retention of students post-graduation (graduate brain drain)
•	 Poor connectivity outside of the main M9/N9 artery – resulting in uneven economic 

growth and over-reliance car-based commuting
•	 High levels of reliance on private transportation – causing excessive greenhouse gas 

emissions
•	 Rail line (Dublin-Waterford) is only single track, and Carlow Train Station has capacity 

limitations; thus public transport provision and uptake are delimited, leading to 
environmental degradation
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Strengths, Constraints, Opportunities and Threats (SCOT) Analysis

•	 High levels of septic tanks in rural areas and some villages not fully connected to the 
wastewater treatment networks

•	 Poor access to, and interpretation of, heritage and cultural sites
•	 Environmental resources and their significance can be overlooked in favour of other 

parts of the South-East Region

Opportunities

•	 Increased visibility and use of the Irish language, particularly in Carlow Town
•	 Inter-county collaboration across the South-East Region – generation of critical mass
•	 Carlow’s growing population – increased by 8.8% since 2016.
•	 Carlow’s population growth will be one of the highest in the country and is expected to 

increase by +19.4% by 2041).
•	 Improved skill profile though the development of the Technological University
•	 Potential development & enhancement of enterprise hubs - building on Carlow’s Quality 

of Life excellence
•	 Improving the outward brand of Carlow to enhance Carlow’s reputation and visibility 

to international and domestic investors/visitors
•	 Increased potential for industry links with SETU and educational sector
•	 The development of a distribution hub, utilising the convenience of Carlow’s location to 

Dublin, etc.
•	 Improved ICT connectivity
•	 Post-COVID valorisation of green and open spaces and access to the countryside
•	 Increased/Stronger linking to Ireland’s Ancient East brand – garden, heritage and 

archaeological trails
•	 Blueway potential of the rivers; kayaking, boating, canoeing, cycling track along the 

Barrow
•	 Development of walking products; Carlow Camino and Columban Way, link with 

circular routes
•	 Harnessing young people’s awareness of the significance of natural resources and their 

commitment to local-level action
•	 Building-on and expanding the existing exemplars of good environmental practices, 

throughout the county e.g. high-nature value farming combined with rural tourism, 
farmers’ markets and gardens (e.g. An Gairdín Beo)

•	 The designation of Carlow as a key town in the regional policy objectives
•	 The development of the southern region as a UNESCO learning region
•	 The Smart Southern Region initiative, which seeks to work with people and communities 

on collaborations across all sectors
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Strengths, Constraints, Opportunities and Threats (SCOT) Analysis

Threats

•	 An aging population with large increases in population aged 65+ in coming decades
•	 Rapidly increasingly level of rental prices
•	 An older (less ecological) housing stock in many rural communities
•	 A perception among some newcomers that they are transient – aspiring to live in Dublin
•	 Limited availability of ‘suitably skilled’ apprenticeships across the county and beyond
•	 Export knowledge and key market development knowledge of SME firms
•	 The slow roll out of broadband provision across the county
•	 Retention of talent, given convenience to Dublin
•	 Tourism requires development of economics enablers based on sustainable experiences
•	 Environmental Pollution – especially groundwater
•	 With climate projections showing an increase in rainfall for winter, a decrease in rainfall 

for summer combined with an overall seasonal increase in average annual temperatures, 
these clearly highlight the need to reduce the impacts that climate change is having on 
the environment, the economy and the citizens of County Carlow

•	 Pressures on farmers to continue to produce large / increased volumes of food, although 
industrial agriculture is harming public health and the natural environment

•	 Exposure to the vagrancies of global patterns e.g. climate change and demands for 
commodities such as milk (leading to monoculture and a lack of biodiversity)

•	 An increase in part-time farming, such that farmers are not on site (on farms) to maintain 
and support ecosystems

•	 Decaying built heritage in some of our town and village centres
•	 Pressure on unlisted historical buildings / sites / monuments associated with the demand 

for home-building
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LECP Vision and High-Level Goals

The Carlow LECP is centered around a shared Vision for the county and a set of High-Level Goals 
and associated Sustainable Community and Economic Objectives that will commit Carlow to a 
just and sustainable future.

To develop the shared Vision and High-Level Goals for the Carlow LECP 2023-29, Carlow County 
Council and the Carlow LECP Advisory team followed a bottom-up and open consultative 
approach. Following the prescribed logical steps as set out in the LECP Guidelines, the approach 
to developing the Vision and High-Level Goals was structured around a number of interlinked 
phases:

1.	  An analysis was undertaken of the latest socio-economic and environmental data for County 
Carlow;

2.	 This analysis enabled an evidence-informed SCOT analysis to be completed with specific input 
from both the LCDC and Economic Strategic Policy Committee SPC. It also took full account of 
Carlow County Council’s social, economic, community and environmental policies;

3.	 A detailed survey was carried out on the existing Carlow LECP, and this was informed by the 
the LECP Advisory Team. This survey evaluated the Vision and High-Level Goals and sought 
recommendations for change, where applicable; and

4.	 A draft Socio-Economic Statement was published in December 2022 and that underwent an 
extensive consultation process - public survey, geographical (MD) and sectoral consultations, 
a specific climate action consultation, a public workshop, and a number of one-to-one detailed 
in-person consultations. This process allowed a two-way flow information and opinion 
exchange on the draft Vision and High-Level Goals.

An analysis of the findings of this public consultation process has enabled Carlow County Council 
and the LECP Advisory Team to prepare a final Vision, six accompanying High-Level Goals and 
strategic Objectives.

County Carlow is committed to a just 
and sustainable future -

with inclusive, diverse and resilient communities, 
thriving and innovative enterprises supported by 

proactive organisations/agencies, working together 
to support the education and well-being of all.

The vision for the 
Carlow LECP 2023-29 is:
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LECP Vision and High-Level Goals

The realisation of the overall Vision for the Carlow LECP will be driven by the High-Level Goals. 
The High-Level Goals can be viewed as the setting of the general direction of travel for the 
LECP. The goals will remain constant throughout the plan period, and inputs and interventions 
supported through the lifetime of the plan will be designed to attain the High-Level Goals.

The Carlow LECP High-Level Goals are ambitious with their foundations being in the analysis 
of the socio-economic data as well as the consultation processes undertaken as part of the plan 
development. However, we believe the High-Level Goals are achievable and realistic.

The following section sets out the six High-Level Goals (including the associated objectives) for the 
Carlow LECP, and it identifies the cross-cutting connections between our goals and those of the 
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy and the overarching UN Sustainable Development Goals.
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LECP Vision and High-Level Goals

HLG 1

HLG 3

HLG 6 HLG 2

HLG 5

HLG 4

“County Carlow
 is committed 
to a just and 

sustainable future”

Our towns, villages and rural 
communities are great places in 

which to live, work and do 
business – supported by 

community-led local development, 
collaboration, enterprise and 

tourism development, creativity, 
entrepreneurship, and inward 

investment.

High-quality employment is 
provided across all sectors by 

innovative, creative, smart, 
adaptable and connected 

businesses.

Carlow is a carbon-neutral 
and climate-resilient society - 
with affirmative climate and 

biodiversity actions and 
environmental sustainability 

at the heart of all 
decision-making.

Our communities are safe,
empowered and supported 

through an active community-led 
local development approach
and participative democracy.

Our communities are more 
welcoming, inclusive and 

accessible, and are enriched by 
culture, heritage and diversity, 

health and well-being.

Life-long learning and education 
opportunities are available and 

accessible to all.
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LECP Vision and High-Level Goals

HLG 1
Carlow is a carbon-neutral and 

climate-resilient society - 
with affirmative climate and 

biodiversity actions and 
environmental sustainability 

at the heart of all decision-making.

13 - Climate Action

11 - Sustainable Cities and Communities

12 - Responsible Consumption and Production

7 - Affordable and Clean Energy

9 - Sustainable, Planned and Infrastructure-led 
Development

4 - Sustainable Mobility

8 - Low Carbon, Climate Resilient and 
Sustainable Society

1 - Compact Growth

Informed by the Blue Green Infrastructure and 
Nature-based Solutions Framework (2022) and 
the 10-minute City and Towns Concept

1. Ensure the County Carlow Business Community continues to develop in the areas of 
sustainability, climate and bio-diversity.

2. Raise awareness and provide education and training in relation to  biodiversity and climate 
change, with a particular focus on the Just Transition

3. Promote more sustainable and active travel

4. Reduce waste

LECP Objectives

HLG 2
Our communities are safe, 

empowered and supported through 
an active community-led local 

development approach and 
participative democracy.

1. Proactively support community-led local development

2. Identify and address the needs of diverse communities, and develop appropriate 
inter-agency responses

3. Support and strive for meaningful engagement by children and young people

4. Valorise, support and celebrate cultural, heritage, creative and artistic resources, expression 
and endeavour

11 - Sustainable Cities and Communities

16 - Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions

3 - Good Health and Well-Being

9 - Sustainable, Planned and Infrastructure-led 
Development

7 - Diversity, Language, Culture and 
Heritage Enhancement

3 - Strengthened
Rural Economies and Communities

5 - Gender Equality and Empowerment

LECP Objectives
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LECP Vision and High-Level Goals

HLG 3
Our communities are more 

welcoming, inclusive, healthy 
and accessible, and are enriched 

by culture, heritage and 
diversity

1. Ensure Carlow’s communities, organisations and institutions are welcoming, inclusive and 
accessible

2. Ensure our communities are healthy and active

3. Work to enhance accessibility across public infrastructure

10 - Reduced Inequalities

11 - Sustainable Cities and Communities

16 - Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions

3 - Good Health and Well-Being

9 - Sustainable, Planned and Infrastructure-led 
Development

7 - Diversity, Language, Culture and 
Heritage Enhancement

3 - Strengthened Rural Economies 
and Communities

Development of the UNESCO Learning 
Region initiative

LECP Objectives

HLG 4
Life-long learning and 

education opportunities 
are available and 
accessible to all.

1. Encrease the engagement of the County Carlow Business Community in education and 
development activities 

2. Maximise learning opportunities that are accessible to all

9 - Sustainable, Planned and Infrastructure-led 
Development

10 - Reduced Inequalities

4 - Quality Education

8 - Decent Work and Economic Growth

3 - Good Health and Well-Being

5 - A Strong Economy

3 - Strengthened Rural Economies 
and Communities

9 - Sustainable, Planned and Infrastructure-led 
Development

Development of the UNESCO Learning 
Region initiative

LECP Objectives
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LECP Vision and High-Level Goals

HLG 5
Our towns, villages and rural 

communities are great places in 
which to live, work and do business 

– supported by community-led 
local development, collaboration, 

enterprise and tourism 
development, creativity, 

entrepreneurship, and inward 
investment.

1. Improve the liveability, appearance and attractiveness of our towns and villages by 
improving services and infrastructure, harnessing heritage resrouces, and developing ‘smart’, 
‘accessible’ and ‘connected’ rural towns and villages - enabling them realise their potential as 
attractive places to live and visit

2. Harness our natural, cultural and heritage resources, and put in place the infrastructure and 
supports necessary to ensure sustainable tourism and recreation and amenity development 
within the county

11 - Sustainable Cities and Communities

9 - Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure

10 - Reduced Inequalities

8 - Decent Work and Economic Growth

2. Enhanced Regional Accessibility

1 - Compact Growth

4. Sustainable Mobility

3 - Strengthened Rural Economies 
and Communities

6 - High-Quality International Connectivity

Carlow’s Key Town designation

Opportunities arising from Ireland's 
Ancient East brand.

3. Enhance the capacity of communities to develop the economic potential of their areas

4. Ensure the continued delivery of high-quality accommodation and facilities to support the 
growing population

LECP Objectives

HLG 6
High-quality employment is 

provided across all sectors 
by innovative, creative, 

smart, adaptable and 
connected businesses.

1. Build a resilient, sustainable business base and support new and existing businesses to grow, 
be enterprising and take advantage of new opportunities

2. Ensure our local economy contributes proportionately to, and integrates with, the growth 
of the region and maximises its international reach by improving the attractiveness of County 
Carlow  as a place to do business

3. Support for business development, innovation, process efficiencies and first-time exporters

12 - Responsible Consumption and Production, 

8 - Decent Work and Economic Growth

9 - Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure

4 - Quality Education

3 - Strengthened Rural Economies 
and Communities

2. Enhanced Regional Accessibility

6 - High-Quality International Connectivity

5 - A Strong Economy 

7 - Diversity, Language,
Culture and Heritage Enhancement

Carlow’s Key Town designation, the value of the 
South East Technological University, the Smart 
Southern Region Initiative and the 
Regional Skills Form

LECP Objectives
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Implementation Arrangements

The County Carlow Local Economic and Community Plan (LECP) comprises two discrete 
elements that include:

1)	 An overall LECP Strategic Framework document that details the high-level goals and 
objectives over the six-year planning period; and

2)	 Implementation Plans that identify the priority actions to be implemented over a 
two-year period.  These implementation plans will be reviewed and revised every two 
years to ensure they and the LECP remain relevant and responsive to the changing policy, 
economic and community conditions, challenges and opportunities. 

The initial Implementation Plan (2023-2025) was developed with inputs from the Carlow 
LECP Advisory Team, agencies and service providers, LCDC members as well as members 
of the County Carlow Culture, Libraries & Digital Development, Tourism, Enterprise and 
Economic Development Strategic Policy Committee (SPC) – referred to throughout the 
document as the Economic SPC.  The plan was developed through an iterative consultative 
process that was designed to identify clear actions that could directly contribute to the 
achievement of the LECP high-level goals and objectives, over the two-year period. The 
County Carlow LECP Advisory Team’s focus was on ensuring that the actions identified 
were in line with what was envisaged in the LECP framework consultation. 

This detailed collaborative process has ensured that the initial Implementation Plan 
includes strategic actions, that are led by a range of relevant stakeholders and are designed 
to clearly contribute to the achievement of the LECP high-level goals.  They include Carlow 
Tourism, Enterprise Ireland, the HSE, SETU, KCETB, CCDP and others. The actions include 
consideration of the current and projected resources (both human and financial) available 
to implement the strategic actions over this initial two-year period. 

All actions included in the initial Implementation Plan have been designed using a SMART 
framework with each action being Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant and Time 
Bound (within a clear time horizon).  All actions consider the imperative of sustainability, 
and while most actions relate to either economic objectives or community objectives, some 
actions address and transcend both economic and community objectives (e.g. housing).

Implementation criteria have been assigned to each action. Each action is set within an 
overarching high-level goal (including its relevant policy link from the overall framework) 
and a relevant objective. Responsibility for the implementation of each action has been 
assigned to a lead agency.  It is expected that each lead agency will allocate sufficient and 
appropriate resources to support action implementation and will report regularly on 
delivery  / progress to the LCDC or the Economic SPC as appropriate. See Table 1 below for a 
sample of the implementation criteria used.
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Implementation Arrangements

Table 1: Sample LECP Action Implementation Criteria

Organisational collaborators and the target group/beneficiaries, for each action, are 
clearly identified within the Implementation Plan.  Agencies/organisations  identified 
as collaborators are expected to support and assist those leading the action/s.   The 
identification of key performance indicators for each action is critically important within 
the implementation plan. These indicators will be used to measure the extent to which a 
particular action has been implemented.

High-Level Goal: Carlow is a carbon-neutral and climate-resilient society - with affirmative climate 
and biodiversity actions and environmental sustainability at the heart of all 
decision-making.

Planning/Policy 
Framework:

UNSDG (7, 11, 12 & 13) & SRA RSES (1, 4, 8 & 9)

Objective 
(Economic):

Ensuring the County Carlow Business Community continues to develop in the 
areas of sustainability, climate and bio-diversity

Action 1: Promote a sustainable destination tourism training programme on a bi-annual 
basis, in order to ensure that the principles of regenerative tourism are being 
practised

Reporting to: Economic SPC

Lead Agency: Carlow Tourism

Collaborators: Carlow County Council, Carlow Chamber, CCDP, SETU, KCETB, Fáilte Ireland

Are resources 
in place?

Yes

Target Group / 
Beneficiaries:

Local businesses/Communities

Key Performance 
Indicator(s):

Secure the participation of 12 tourism businesses in the programme

Timeline: 2024-2026
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Monitoring and Evaluation

The LECP will be implemented over the six-year period from 2023 to 2029. 

The initial Implementation Plan is for two years.  Some of the actions included within this 
initial Implementation Plan will be completed within the two years, while others will be 
ongoing over the lifetime of the six-year LECP.  Additional actions can, of course, be added 
as necessary over the life time of the Implementation Plan.

Monitoring the delivery (outputs, outcomes and impacts) of the Implementation Plan 
will be crucial to ensuring its success, resilience and adaptability.  Monitoring will also be 
important in terms of ensuring those identified as lead agencies and collaborators are held 
to account.  Therefore, action leads will be responsible for reporting on action progress, and 
as noted earlier, the two key reporting structures are the Economic SPC and the LCDC.  

Those involved in the implementation of economic-oriented actions will report to the 
Economic SPC, and those responsible for community-related actions will report to the LCDC. 
Where actions include both economic and community objectives, one of the two reporting 
structures has been specifically identified as the reporting body, so that each lead agency 
has full clarity with respect to the body to which it will report.

- Lead agencies will be expected to report on action implementation progress twice a year, 
using the identified KPIs where appropriate. 

- The LCDC and Economic SPC secretariats will compile six-monthly progress reports and 
will produce and circulate a joint annual implementation report. 

- The LCDC and Economic SPC secretariat will also work with lead agencies to compile at 
least one case study for each high-level goal annually, thereby bringing qualitative data to 
bear on the evaluation and complementing the mainly quantitative KPIs that have been 
prescribed.

- An independent mid-term evaluation will also be conducted to determine progress and to 
identify learnings for all involved.  

- Carlow County Council will continue to pursue an evidence-based approach to the overall 
monitoring of the LECP and all other policies and plans by collating and analysing the latest 
spatial, economic and environmental data for the county. 
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Appendix 1 - Glossary

ABTA – Area-based Transport Assessment
AHBs – Approved Housing Bodies
CAP – Climate Action Plan
CAP – Common Agricultural Policy
CCC – Carlow County Council
CDP – County Development Plan
CCDP – Carlow County Development Plan
CIC – Community Interest Company
CLG – Company limited by Guarantee
CK Skillnet – Carlow Kilkenny Skillnet
CORC – County Outdoor Recreational Committee
CSO – Central Statistics Office
CYSPC – Children and Young People’s Services Committee
DEIS – Delivering Equality in Schools
DHLGH – Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage
DRCD – Department of Rural and Community Development
DSGBV – Domestic, Sexual and Gender Based Violence
DSP – Department of Social Protection
EI – Enterprise Ireland
ETB – Education and Training Board
EU – European Union
EV – Electric Vehicle
FDI – Foreign Direct Investment
FI – Failte Ireland
FRCs – Family Resource Centres
GHG – Greenhouse Gas
HAP – Housing Assistance Payment
HIF – Healthy Ireland Framework
HLG – High-Level Goal
HSE – Health Service Executive
ICT – Information and Communications Technology
IDA – Industrial Development Agency
IWA – Irish Wheelchair Association
KCETB – Kilkenny and Carlow Education and Training Board
KPIs- Key Performance Indicators 
LA – Local Authority
LCDC – Local Community Development Committee
LEADER - Liaisons Entre Actions de Développement de l’Économie Rurale i.e. Links Between 
Actions for the Development of the Rural Economy
LECP – Local Economic and Community Plan
LEO – Local Enterprise Office
LTACC – Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee 
MD – Municipal District
MEC – Maximum Export Capacity
NALA – National Adult Literacy Agency
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Appendix 1 - Glossary

NPWS – National Parks and Wildlife Service
NRRP – National Recovery and Resilience Plan
NUTS – Nomenclature of Territorial Units for Statistics 
NFQ – National Framework of Qualifications
OPW – Office of Public Works
PPN – Public Participation Network
RA – Rural Area
REP – Regional Enterprise Plan
RSES - Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy 
SCOT – Strengths, Constraints, Opportunities and Threats
SEA – Strategic Environmental Assessment
SEAI – Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland
SEEA – System of Environmental Economic Accounting
SETU – South East Technological University
SIF – Social Inclusion Forum
SPC – Strategic Policy Committee
SME – Small Medium Enterprise
SMART - Specific, Measurable, Assignable, Realistic and Time-related
UNESCO - The United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization
UN – United Nations
UNSDGs – United Nations Sustainable Development Goals
URDF – Urban Regeneration and Development Fund
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Appendix 2 - Key Projects

Project
Relevant High-Level 

Goals (HLGs)
Description

Tullow Road 
Multi-functional 
Community Hub

HLG2, Objectives 
1, 2 and 3

Carlow County Council proposes to construct 
a multi-functional community hub at 
Tullow Road, Carlow Town.  This project 
will facilitate new and existing supports and 
services - catering for physical, social and 
community needs. The main constituents 
of the facility will include the following: (1) 
General Administration; (2) Social areas; and (3) 
Activity spaces

Duckett’s 
Grove Tourism 
& Recreation 
Development

HLG5, Objective 2

Duckett’s Grove (gothic castle) is a spectacular 
ruin near the village of Grange/Killerig, 
situated 10 km east of Carlow Town. The 
ruined mansion and gothic revival castle along 
with 11 acres were acquired by Carlow County 
Council (CCC) in September 2005, to develop 
as an amenity and tourism attraction.  The 
purchase included outbuildings, stables, yards, 
barns, forge and two superb interconnecting 
walled gardens, along with a small area of 
woodland. In the 17th, 18th and 19th century, 
the property was home of the Duckett Family, 
one of the most prominent families in Carlow, 
and it remains an important and powerful 
reminder of a former period, rich in history 
and deep in tradition. The ruins enable one to 
see the development of the house from a mid-
18th century Palladian house, through the first 
gothicisation of circa 1825, by Thomas Cobden, 
to the later additions of circa 1845 by J. McDuff 
Derick.

Tullow Court 
House

HLG5, Objectives 
1 and 2

The former courthouse building is situated 
on Barrack Street in the Town Centre. This 
two storey Georgian-style building dates 
from c.1825 and is a protected structure. The 
heritage plate attached to the façade of the 
building provides interesting background 
information regarding the history of the 
former Courthouse.  This will complement the 
delivery of the Tullow Master Plan 

Project Carlow 
2040

HLG5, Objectives 
1 and 3

Project Carlow 2040 is an 
ambitious regeneration strategy for Carlow 
Town, which contains transformational and 
inspiring concepts for the economic, social and 
environmental benefit of Carlow. The project’s 
plans include an ambitious vision for the 
vitalisation of the town centre.
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Appendix 2 - Key Projects

Project
Relevant High-Level 

Goals (HLGs)
Description

Project 
Bagenalstown 
2040

HLG5, Objectives 
1 and 3

It is proposed to develop a strategy for 
Bagenalstown called Project Bagenalstown 
2040 that will enhance the town’s liveability, 
attractiveness, vibrancy and resilience. 

Project Tullow 
2040 

HLG5, Objectives 
1 and 3

The vision for Tullow is to create an attractive, 
prosperous, vibrant and connected Town 
Centre, where people will want to be, to live, 
to work, to socialise and to visit. Through an 
understanding of Tullow’s  urban structure 
and  functions, key interventions have been 
identified that seek to deliver long-term 
economic, social and environmental  benefits 
with the aim of improving the quality of 
life and opportunities within the town. The 
purpose of this project includes undertaking 
the refurbishment of, and extension to, a 
protected structure  in a central location in the 
town centre and to bring the building back 
into active use as a new library for Tullow. 
This project will bring forward a new modern 
facility for community use, while re-activating 
a valued historic asset. The project will also 
include a full upgrade of the public realm 
around the former courthouse building that 
will provide an enhancement of the visual 
quality of the streetscape within this locale.

Link of South 
Leinster Way to 
Wicklow Way

HLG5, Objective 2

This project is to establish a link between 
the Wicklow Way in Clonegal and the South 
Leinster Way in Kildavin. This is a key ‘missing 
link’ in the E8 Path, one of the European long-
distance paths, 4,700 km across Europe, from 
Cork in Ireland to Bulgaria, and which passes 
through Clonegal and Kildavin.

The Columban 
Way

HLG5, Objective 2

The Columban Way is a cultural route through 
eight European  countries namely Austria, 
France, Germany, Italy, Liechtenstein, Ireland, 
Switzerland and the UK, which celebrates 
the tangible and intangible heritage of the 
Irish Monastic Movement. Consultants are 
currently examining the feasibility of the 
route from Myshall in County Carlow to 
Bangor in County Down.
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Appendix 2 - Key Projects

Project
Relevant High-Level 

Goals (HLGs)
Description

Water Centre 
Activity Hub

HLG5, Objective 2

This project will involve the development of 
a regional water activity centre in a central 
location in Carlow Town, adjacent to the Town 
Park, with a specific focus on regeneration 
and water recreational infrastructure. The 
Water Activity Centre will link into existing 
facilities of the Town Park and provide a 
central campus for all – offering  recreational 
and well-being opportunities. It will bring 
new life to the underdeveloped riverbank, as 
well as supporting the active use of the River 
Barrow thus supporting a regenerated Carlow 
Riverfront.

Enterprise 
Campus, O’Brien 
Road, Carlow 

HLG6, Objectives 
1, 2 and 3

The development of an Enterprise Campus, 
in partnership with Carlow Community 
Enterprise Centre, will focus on enhanced 
business support services to assist companies 
to export and scale via facilities, services and 
clustering. 

Presentation 
House, 
Bagenalstown 

HLG2, Objectives 
4 and 4, HLG3, 
Objective 3, 
HLG4, Objective 
2

The former convent will be re-developed and 
brought into productive use.

Presentation 
Buildings, 
Tullow Street, 
Carlow 

HLG2, Objectives 
4 and 4, HLG3, 
Objective 3, 
HLG4, Objective 
2

The  Presentation Building  offers  a wide range  
of services, which  are  provided by the Carlow 
County Library Service, including access to 
technology, e-services, children’s services, 
special collections, local studies, genealogy 
and archives, community information, 
lifelong learning initiatives, regular events 
and programmes.  The Presentation Building 
is an excellent example of a public facility that 
promotes and maintains the cultural identity 
and history of the local  area and exists to 
attract visitors thus encouraging activity 
within an  existing  urban  centre and the 
proposed redevelopment of the building in line 
with the National  Public Libraries Strategy. 
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Project
Relevant 

High-Level 
Goals (HLGs)

Description

Southern  
Relief Road

HLG 5, 
Objective 
1

The Carlow Southern Relief Road is a strategic Road improvement 
Project for Carlow that will; reduce the volume of vehicular traffic 
in the Town Centre, reduce the mode share of car transport, 
increase cycling and bus transport as a mode share. This is a key 
project earmarked  in the National Development Plan 2021-2030

Housing 
for All 
-Housing 
Capital 
Delivery 
Programme

HLG 5,  
Objective 
1

The Council has an ambitious   programme in place under its 
Housing Delivery Action Plan -Housing for All  for the period 
2022-2026 for the delivery  of social and affordable housing

SEAI 
Pathfinder 
programme

HLG1, 
Objectives 
2 and 3

Public sector bodies are required to report on their annual energy 
use to the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI). This is 
done through the Monitoring and Reporting system (M&R), which 
is used to track the local authorities progress towards 2030 targets.

Carlow County Council buildings and facilities accounts for 
40% of its GHG emissions. Many of the older buildings require 
retrofit works to be carried out to reduce significant energy use. 
Carlow County Council have partnered with Kilkenny, Wexford, 
Waterford, and Tipperary County Councils to participate in the 
SEAI pathfinder funding programme.  The programme adopts a 
holistic approach to improving the energy performance of public 
bodies and sectors and  supports Local Authorities  to identify and 
remove barriers and gaps to achieving their energy saving and 
carbon reduction targets.

Department 
of Transport 
Pathfinder 
Programme

HLG1, 
Objectives 
2 and 3

The Pathfinder Programme forms a key part of the 
implementation of the National Sustainable Mobility Policy, which 
sets out the government’s plan to meet Ireland’s requirement to 
achieve a 50% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 in 
the transport sector. On 17th October 2022, Minister for Transport 
Eamon Ryan launched the Pathfinder Programme of 35 exemplar 
transport projects to be delivered by local authorities and agencies 
around the country by the end of 2025.  

The Carlow to SETU Pedestrian & Cycle Scheme was chosen as 1 
of the 35 exemplar transport projects to be delivered. The scheme 
will provide high quality pedestrian/cycle facilities along the 
R448 (Kilkenny Road) linking Carlow Town Centre and the South-
East Technological University (SETU).  The proposal involves the 
upgrading of existing sections of on-road cycle lanes and sub-
standard footpaths to high quality separated cycle tracks and 
footpaths which will encourage commuter modal shift away from 
single vehicle use, thus reducing carbon emissions by enabling 
the shift to cleaner transport modes. The scheme is currently at 
Option Selection stage, with construction expected to commence 
in 2024 for delivery in 2025
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Appendix 3 - List of LECP Collaborators

LCDC Members

Carlow County Council

Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection

Kilkenny and Carlow ETB

Health Service Executive (HSE)

5 PPN reps (2 Community & Voluntary Pillar, 2 Social Inclusion 
Pillar, and 1 Environment Pillar)

Business Sector (Chamber of Commerce) Rep

Agriculture/Farming Sector Rep

Civic Society/Arts Sector Rep

CYPSC Members

Tusla

Carlow County Council

Carlow County Childcare Committee

SETU

Primary and Post Primary School Representatives

Kilkenny-Carlow Education and Training Board (KCETB)

Carlow Regional Youth Services

Family Resources Centres (Bagenalstown and Forward Steps)

St. Catherine’s Community Services Centre

Carlow County Development Partnership CLG

Gardaí

Barnardos

Carlow Youth Training

HSE





The Carlow LECP 2023-29 Socio-Economic Statement has been 
prepared by Carlow County Council in collaboration with the 

Local Community Development Committee (LCDC) and the 
Tourism, Enterprise and Economic Development  

Strategic Policy Committee (SPC).


