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Right to Read Campaign

Literacy is essential for individuals to realise their
personal, social, and educational potential. Improving
literacy standards is a national priority to ensure this
basic right is afforded to all individuals.

Delivering on this commitment to support and advance
literacy levels sustainably into the future requires a
collaborative approach between local authorities,
community organisations and education bodies. A
shared understanding of the service practices and
structures which most effectively enable new and
strengthened services is required. This will ensure that
the support offered through this programme produces
tangible outcomes for people and can generate long-
term social, educational, and economic benefits both
within local communities and nationally. The Right

to Read Campaign is an initiative of Carlow County
Council to demonstrate their firm commitment to
literacy skills’ development and strengthen their active
engagement in literacy support.

The Right to Read Campaign benefits from the
collective knowledge and experience of skilled staff in
the Carlow County Council. Through its solid support
structure, this programme will invigorate existing
relationships and strengthen the partnership approach
in delivering literacy support.

As local champions of literacy support and
development, Carlow libraries will take a leading role
in delivering the aims of the Right to Read Campaign.
Libraries have the experience and resources to
develop and enhance literacy activities in cooperation
with other key agencies. Their position as a central
service within communities, while operating within a
country-wide network, makes libraries valuable

catalysts for consolidating literacy support and
activities throughout local government services.
Indeed, the public libraries’ strategy, Opportunities for
All, represents a new era for libraries to deliver national
objectives locally through a collaborative approach.

Carlow County Council aims to support the
development of current and future generations as

self-sufficient individuals with high levels of well-being,
self-worth and strong basic skills to take advantage

of employment opportunities. The Right to Read
Campaign offers a practical and achievable route to
support the diverse spectrum of literacy needs in

our communities more effectively, collectively and
sustainably and strengthen the delivery of high-quality
services for literacy skills development.

.I Right to Read
at your Library

Supporting Literacy in Carlow

Competition Rules

The competition is open to all Primary schools in
County Carlow. The entries shall be restricted to pupils
in 4th, 6th and 6th class.

The Short Story shall be titled “My Favourite Local
Business” and be a maximum of 400 words. The class
piece shall be no more than 300 words.

4th Class Who's your favourite author?

6th Class \What do you want to be when you
grow up?

6th Class What'’s your favourite place or thing to
do in Carlow?

The story will include the name of the local business,
who they are, what the business does and why it is
their favourlte business.

All entries will consist of application form and
completed short story. The school will forward all
completed applications in an envelope marked - My
Favourite Local Business - to be posted/delivered to
Carlow LEO, Enterprise House, O’'Brien Rd Carlow.
Closing date for entries shall be 4.00 PM on Friday
26th October at 4pm. Late entries will not be accepted.

Following closing date all applications will be assessed
and the top story in 4th, 5th and 6th class per school
will be invited to an award ceremony to be held in
Carlow College on Thursday 13th November 2025.

Each school winner will receive a prize voucher of €20
and certificate of participation. Each school receives
a framed certificate as acknowledgement of their
support for the program.

The Overall Top 2 County Competition Winners from
4th,bth and 6th class will be announced at the awards
ceremony and will receive the following prize.

Category 4thClass 5thClass 6th Class

1st €200 €200 €200

2nd €150 €150 €150

A draw for participating teachers for a €60 hospitality
voucher will be held on the night.

A draw for participating schools for a €1,000 Jones
Voucher & entries bound into a book will also be held.

The decision of the adjudicating panel will be final.

Short Story
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Application Form

SchoolName: ..o Teacher Name: e
Pupil Name: s Teacher Contact NO.: ..o
ClassYear: ..o Teacher Email: .
My Favourite Local Business
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Application Form

School Name:

................................................................... Teacher Name:
Pupil Name: .. Teacher Contact NO.: ...
Class Year: .o Teacher Email:

Please tick the appropriate box below:
[ ]4th Class - Who's your favourite author?
[ 15th Class - What do you want to be when you grow up?

[ ]16th Class - What’s your favourite place or thing to do in Carlow?
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